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Specific Learning Disability 
 

What is a Specific Learning Disability? 
 
According to Arizona Revised Statutes (ARS) §15-
761(33): "'Specific learning disability': 
 (a) Means a specific learning disorder in one or more 
of the basic psychological processes involved in 
understanding or in using language, spoken or written, 
which may manifest itself in an imperfect ability to 
listen, think, speak, read, write, spell or do mathematical 
calculations. 
      (b) Includes such conditions as perceptual 
disabilities,  minimal brain dysfunction, dyslexia and 
aphasia.  
 (c) Does not include learning problems which are 
primarily the result of visual, hearing, motor or 
emotional disabilities, of mental retardation, or of 
environmental, cultural or economic disadvantage."   
 
An important change for determining eligibility of child-
ren with specific learning disabilities appears in The 
Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement 
Act of 2004 (IDEA ‘04), 20 U.S.C. 1414 (b) (6): “…a 
local educational agency shall not be required to take 
into consideration whether a child has a severe 
discrepancy between achievement and intellectual 
ability…” and “…a local educational agency may use a 
process that de-termines if the child responds to 
scientific, research-based intervention as a part of the 
evaluation procedures…” 
 

How Common is a Specific  Learning Disability?  
 
In the 2004-05 school year, 58,818 Arizona students 
were classified as having a specific learning disability 
and received special education services. This number 
represents 5.58% of the 1,053,506 children enrolled in 
Arizona public schools as of October 1, 2004 and 
accounts for 49.08% of the total special education 
population.    
 

What Effect Does a Specific Learning Disability 
Have on  a Child? 

 
Each person with a specific learning disability is unique. 
Each has a different combination or cluster of 
characteristics which can range from mild to severe.  
Once a comprehensive evaluation has provided a 
diagnosis of a specific learning disability, effective 
intervention strategies should include a total approach to 

meeting the educational, psychological, medical, and 
social needs of the individual.   
 
In addition to strategies and modifications,  the use of 
assistive technology (AT) devices, both low-technology 
and high-technology, may lessen some of the barriers to 
learning. Consideration should be given to the need for 
AT during the comprehensive evaluation.  
 
According to Smith and Strick (1999), some charac- 
teristics which are directly related to the definition of 
learning disabilities are: 
 • Problems associating letters with sounds 
 • Difficulty analyzing sound sequences 
 • Poor comprehension for what is read 
 • Difficulty with verbal reasoning 
 • Difficulty making comparisons & classifications 
 • Problems with number retrieval 
 • Inability to associate math sign with its function 
 • Trouble memorizing math facts 
 • Short attention span 
 • Difficulty following directions 
 • Poor planning and organizational skills 
  
Many students with specific learning disabilities go on to 
vocational education classes, programs, or colleges 
where special help is available. According to Section 
504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, and the 
Americans with Disabilities Act, universities and 
colleges that accept federal funds must provide 
reasonable accommodations for individuals with 
disabilities. 
 
Needed accommodations for college entrance tests can 
be arranged through the appropriate testing service, on a 
case-by-case basis. Allowable adaptations can include: 
extended time,  a reader or a person to record answers, or 
an audio cassette edition with regular-type copy. 
Requests for accommodations must be requested well in 
advance of the test date and the need must be well 
documented. 
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